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OFFICE  OF  INF0RI4ATI0N  IvlEMORANDUM  NO.  I7 

History  rf  Defense  and  War  Activities  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture 

Secretary's  Memorandum  966  of  DecemlDer  }1,  19^1,  directed  this  Office 
to  take  charge  of  preparation  of  the  History  of  the  Defense  and  War 
Activities  of  the  Department  in  compliance  with  the  general  instruction 
from  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget. 

To  expedite  the  ccm-oilation  of  this  material  for  each  "bureau  I  sugaiest 
that  the  Chief  of  Bureau  put  the  joh  in  the  hands  of  the  head  informa- 
tion officer  of  the  bureau. 

So  that  compilation  of  the  history  for  the  entire  Department  may  "be 
accomplished  with  a  minimum  of  delay,   I  suggest  further  that  the 
bureau's  defense  activities  be  reported,  both  in  the  compilation  which 
will  bring  the  story  up  to  date  (starting  with  May,  19^0j  and  in  the 
quarterly  reports  thereafter  —  due  April  1,  July  1,  October  1,  and 
Jr.nuary  1  —  under  the  following  12  general  headings: 

1.  Assistance  to  farm  families  in  producing  food  for  Freedom 

2.  Assembling  food  and  other  agricultural  materials  for  shi;o- 

ment  under  the  Lend-Lcaso  Act 
Helping  citizens  use  food  for  bottor  h^'alth  rnd  n'^trition 
Locating  nrv  defense  industrial  plants 

5.  Providing  strait  agio  and  critical  raw  materials 

6.  Finding  substitutes  for  imported  raw  materials  net  now 

obtainable 

7.  Finding  new  defense  uses  for  farm  and  ferns t  products 

8.  Handling  the  problems  of  price  relationships  in  a  de- 

fense economy 

9.  Locating,  acquiring,   and  servicing  new  military  establishments 

10.  Assisting  in  defense  operations,   including  militrry  and 

economic  v/arfare 

11.  Furthering  the  program  fcr  hemispheric  solidrrity 

12.  Giving  information  tc  farm  people  in  r-spoct  to  current 

obligations  of  citizenship  in  a  defense  economy 

To  indicate  thn  way  in  which  we  havo  assembled  reports  on  defense  and  wa» 
work  of  all  agencies  under  these  headings  in  one  previous  report  for  the 
Bureau  of  the  Budget,  I  am  attaching  a  copy  of  that  report. 
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